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most direct work of the judiciary,
JL perhaps its most important work, is
that of declaring the meaning of the law. We
ordinarily refer to the legislature as the law-
making body. We think of the executive as
the person or the group of persons that put the
law into effect. As a matter of fact in every
country where there are final courts of ad-
judication no one knows exactly what the law
is when the legislature has passed it. The
people have to wait until the courts in the in-
terpretation of the law declare exactly its
meaning. The executive seems to have a
great deal of discretion in the interpretation of
the law. But an appeal usually lies from the
opinion of the executive to the courts, and only
when the courts of last resort have rendered
their judgment is there a final decision which
determines the law. We thus see that the work
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